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education relates to the children and the 
youth, in whom moral ideals and volitional 
attitudes are most effectively estabhshed. 
In dealing with feeling, reason, and will, at 
least three factors in religious education 
need emphasis. 

1. Training in worship. — ^The very 
heart of religion is foimd in the act of wor- 
ship. Through this we are helped to realize 
the presence of God and to appreciate 
objects which society in its best moments 
has come to regard as of greatest value. But 
this worship must be more than an appeal 
to superficial emotion. We need a social- 
ized ritual that supplies impulses and motives 
that may be readily applied in the life of 
today. There is need also of "a hymnology 
for children and youth fitted to express the 
reUgious experience natural to their age, 
and for adults capable of expressing the best 
social and religious aspirations of men and 
women who live in the world rather than in 
the monastery and the convent." In this 
respect much improvement is now going on. 

2. Authoritative teaching. — ^In religion the 
human mind craves a final authority. An 



external authority, however, is inadequate, 
because "it yields to the pressure of any other 
external authority that seems stronger." 
Jesus' method was to address himself to 
the moral sense of his hearers. He dealt 
not in rules but in principles. Furthermore, 
he laid first emphasis upon simple and eter- 
nal principles of truth and righteousness 
that make their own appeal to conscience. 
This method should be more widely opera- 
tive today, whether in home, Sunday school, 
or church. It is good to be obedient to 
parents, to government, to God, but it is a 
larger virtue to be obedient to the right. 
Herein is the compulsion, not of external 
authority, but of conscience. 

3. Training by doing. — ^Ideals and prin- 
ciples have their value in practice, appli- 
cation, expression. To this end much of the 
material for religious training should be 
found in the normal relations and activi- 
ties of life. It is through this means that 
children and youth should be led to dis- 
cover the principles of righteousness and 
love and service. Make reUgious educa- 
tion not only real and rational, but vital. 
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War-Work Program of the Young 
Women's Christian Assooiation 

The Y.W.C.A. has a War Work Council 
Confronting the problem of special work 
among women and girls, made imperative by 
war conditions, this council has announced 
that an emergency budget of $4,000,000 
will be necessary to meet the needs of this 
work until July, 1918. Of this amount 
three-fourths is to be expended for con- 
structive work in America. The remainder 
will be applied to the work among the 
women of France and Russia, where the 
needs are already very urgent. 

In Rural Manhood, November, N. Mar- 
garet Campbell reviews this war-work pro- 
gram. She calls attention to the fact that 
from the entrance of the United States into 
the war it was evident that, unless we were 



willing to repeat the breaking down of moral 
standards such as occurred in England and 
France, we must estabUsh protective work 
among girls in the commxmities contiguous 
to the training camps. Our nation has a 
Commission on Training Camp Activities. 
This commission requested the War Work 
Coxmcil of the Young Women's Christian 
Association to send out trained investigators 
to assist in making expert surveys of the 
communities surrounding training camps 
and to advise with other organizations in 
working out a program according to the 
special needs of each location. To do this 
work ninety-nine secretaries have been 
sent out. There are ninety-two military 
and naval stations. Forty-seven of them 
have already been investigated, and to them 
a large force of war workers has been sent. 
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Early in the war it was realized that in some 
of the camps the expert services of a staff 
of stenographers and telephone girls would 
be required. The request has been made 
in this connection that the Y.W.C.A. pro- 
vide for these young women adequate 
chaperonage and suitable accommodations. 
In fifty different camps the commandant 
has requested them to build and equip a 
"hostess house" in order that the wives, 
mothers, sisters, and women friends of the 
soldiers may have a comfortable place 
when they visit the camp. Again, many 
foreign-born men are now in the army. In 
the hope of getting employment large num- 
bers of the wives have followed their hus- 
bands into the vicinity of the camps. 
Twenty-two of the largest camps are in the 
southern states. Special attention is being 
given to the welfare of colored girls near 
these training camps. Many women and 
girls have taken the places made vacant by 
the going out of the men from industrial life. 
Just now it is a serious problem to provide 
for them proper housing and employment 
conditions. "The worlc abroad will be de- 
voted first to the provision of rest and recrea- 
tion rooms for our splendid army of women 
who are going to the battle fronts of Europe 
as Red Cross nurses, and to the establish- 
ing of cafeterias and restrooms among the 
women munition workers in France and 
Russia. All of the work is but breaking the 
ground and making a beginning of the re- 
constructive work that must be undertaken 
as soon as the war is over.'' 

A Union Mo'vement among Lutherans 

There is a significant union movement 
on among Lutherans. This is referred to 



editorially in the Missiotiary Review of the 
World, August. Today, four hundred years 
after Martin Luther nailed his ninety-five 
theses on the door of Castle Church in 
Wittenburg, there are one hundred and 
eighty million people who adhere to the 
primary contentions of the Reformation. 
Among these are about twenty millions of 
Lutherans. They are now in numerous 
divisions. In North America there are 
approximately two million Lutherans who 
have membership in the General Synod, the 
United Synod, the Norwegian Lutherans, 
the Swedish Lutherans, and other bodies. 

The General Synod was in convention in 
Chicago in June. At that time steps were 
taken looking toward an organic union with 
the General Council and the United Synod 
of the South. If such could be effected it 
is believed there wovild be a great gain in 
efficiency and co-operation in missionary 
and educational work both at home and 
abroad. The movement commanded great 
interest while being considered by the 
General Synod. At this meeting delegates 
were present from the General Council 
and from the United Synod. During 
the discussion the chairmen sat with the 
president of the General Synod. When the 
vote for union was taken it was unanimous. 
"The entire body rose as if moved by one 
Spirit with a desire to put an end to division. 
It still remains for the other two bodies to 
take action. If this is favorable, as seems 
probable, then the district synods of all 
three bodies will act. There is good reason 
to hope that there will soon be a great 
United Lutheran church in North America, 
made up of a million communicant 
members." 



